comparison of the standards used by a large number of incandescent lamp manufacturers in the United States showed differences of 10 per cent or more and emphasized the need of authoritative photometric standards, copies of which could be supplied to lamp manufacturers and others making photometric measurements.
Obviously it was desirable to have the secondary standard which was to be maintained at the Bureau in as close agreement as possible with the standards employed in industrial practice in the United States. In the gas industry the British parliamentary candle is the recognized primary standard and has been used quite generally as the working standard, although in recent years it has been supplanted to some extent by the Harcourt (io-cp) 
